Build Your Producer Operator Data Entry Table Easily
Using Your Excel Spreadsheet

From our previous series on importing data from an Excel spreadsheet we learned of the importance in

building the Operator Data Entry table. This table is a way to link columns in the spreadsheet to fields on
the tag layout. The original blog post showed how to manually enter the table to match the spreadsheet,
but in this article we show how this process can be simplified.

Let's say we have a spreadsheet like the one shown below:

A [ B [ € | D | E F [ 6 [ H [ 1T ]
1 |SIZE LENGTH  GRADE PIECES DATE SHIFT  HEAT  BUNDLE COUNT
"2 |#43 METRIC (#14 BAR) B4FTE.00IN 426 (50) 14032106 1-MR 12956 001 1
"3 |#43 METRIC (#14 BAR) B2FT5.00IN 420 (50) 10032106 1-MR 12956 002 2
4 |#43 METRIC (#14 BAR) G1FT 4.00IN 420 (50) 5032106 1-MR 12956 003 5
"5 [#43 METRIC (#14 BAR) B3FTE.00IN 420 (50) 8032106 1-MR 12956 004 1
6 |#43 METRIC (#14 BAR) B5FT 4.50IN 420 (50) 3032106 1-MR 12956 005 1

7

For this method to work, your spreadsheet, like the one shown above, must have at least two rows of
data. The first row must contain the column headings. Remember, our Operator Data Entry table must
have entries that exactly match the columns in the spreadsheet to be able to link the spreadsheet to the
layout fields. The other requirement is that the second row of the spreadsheet must contain sample data
for each column. Our sample spreadsheet above meets these two requirements. Note that this sample
spreadsheet also contains a column (column 'l') that's used to specify the tag count when printing. The
count field doesn't actually need an entry in the Operator Data Entry table, but having it there doesn't hurt
anything. You can always delete the COUNT entry after the import is completed if you wish.

Using the two rows of the spreadsheet we will generate the Operator Data Entry table and automatically
populate the "Prompt" and "Sample Data" fields. The Operator Data Entry editor is where we normally
manually key in the prompt and sample data. This editor is shown below:
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Prompt Verify Choices

[V|Enable Serial Number
Serial Number:

[~ Enable Upper Limit
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|| Enable S/N Increment
Change Serial Number By:

Optional Choices are entered as a list separated by commas.
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Along the upper right edge of this dialog we see the familiar Add, Delete, Insert and Clear buttons that we
previously used to manually build the table. For this exercise notice just below these buttons is another

labeled "Excel File".

Before you enter anything into the table, click the Excel File button. This will open a file browser dialog
that will allow you to navigate to and select your Excel spreadsheet. Select the spreadsheet and click
Open and your table will immediately be populated with the data from your spreadsheet. Click Ok to save

your new table.

Using this simple technique you can quickly, easily and accurately build your Operator Data Entry table

for your tag layout.
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